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Wordplay

BY SALLY STICH

# Colorado
cloreowWmer
learns that
wiords sell
merchandise,
especially when
those words
are 0N the
merchandisel

n & chillly bast sy Calo-
raddo Tmar ming, ¥d Glory Antiquecs
Urban Home + Design, in the Denver
sylburh of Centeninial, = just waking
up as light fills the shaop. Mo custom-
ers hawve trickled in vet, making it all
the better to peruse the mwerchandise,
I the slence, two things are evident:
unbike many other antiques and home
decor shops, this one offers large
pieces of furmiture, Meed a fhoor-io-
x';-i|||1-=': armeaire? Pick one. Want an
old farm abde that seats 127 Look no
further. Got room for an ofd sculpted
department store counter? You'll have
one of A kingd,

“We specialize in larger pieces,
SIS OAWTRET Hlly Euhin, “the expect
edl—armoires and tables—anad the
unexpected—industrial pieces that
make great kitchen islands.”

Her shop's specialty doses not
end there, “Chur customers also bove
anything with initials or inspirational
quedations,” she says, Case n poant:
the shop's sracewornds Flatware,
arnate sibverware on which each 1'-i|_-|_'|_'
displays a different "grace™ word. The
customers bove quotations and words
because they speak to relationships,

farnily and connections, both prast and

50

cEniry Samphers Lo

Shopoamer Holly Kuhn presents
customers with the uncemmeoen, the
unexpected, the beautiful,

niny Butiness Felpruany 20101

s

The store found an ideal home with large front windows and plenty of foot

wratfic in a mall with a mix of retailers, restaurants and entértainment options,

present, That combination of larger
unusual antique picoes and clegant
urban-style home accessories offers
a flair to her shop that drasws in the
customeers. And the customers are
defimitely dravmn in—by the almost
magical displays, the creative and
polished marketing materials and
the personal conmection established
through the stone’s Facebook, Twitter
and blog

Building a Strong

Work Ethac

Kuhn's background as a CPA hardly
gave a clue to her present oocupation
1 was brought up to bedicve that

you got educated in something that
woild albow vou to suppaort :-|1I-I:I"u'| {
says this Oldahomea and Texs native,
“There was no such I|1i||.1v,i|1 iy Fami-
iy as pursuing what you loved, unless
it wats something practical.”

And so she pursued an acoount-
img career {which has, im Fact, turmed
cait 1o be invaluable) and worked
for firms in Dallas and Denver.
Motherhood brought an end to nwm
ber-crunching, allowing her creative
siche to everge. 1 started dabbling in
rnaking gift baskets and selling them
af art fairs,” she sovs, “and 1 volun-
tecred for the most creative projects al

i kads’ school”

I 1997, when her youngest went
off to kindergarten, she decided 1o
opens her oo shog. ™1 wanied old
and new, wnigie mot ubhqutous,
affordalble” She subleased space m 2
shopping strip, honing her skills and
finding her niche with karger pieces.
[hree years later, she sold to her
partner and staved connected in the
business by maintaining a stall at an
antiguies mall for the next five yeurs.

The Big Break

[m 2007, O0d Glory Antigues, a well-
rl.'x]‘-axlnl 25-year-old shop i Coniler,
Colorado, went on the market, and
Kuhn bought it The first thing 1 did
was mowve it out af Coniler 1o historsc
divemtom Linbetom, and then to the
newly remanvated mall, The Strects at
SouthGlemn, in southeast Denver,”
she says, This mall was designed For
destination shopping. and the owners
wanted all local shopkeepers. Kuhn
tosnk: the new stoge from its former
countrycaban ook to its mew coun
tr:.'|'|.|:|1-.||| Ik “ My style 15 much less
cluttered and more s |p|'||.-.li;.|h.';|." she
says. “And | added industrial picoes
=0 customers could see new uses

for old thing" Being in a busy mall
where people may have time to kill
befiore a movic or while waiting for a

restaurant table has brought foot traf-



The store’s ever-changing collection of antigues,
home accessories and gift items are combined in
unexpected ways, When stacked, merchandise such
as metal bistro tabled (top left) and large industrial
pieces [top right) transform Inte towering focal
paints. A variety of florals and gregneny are used to
adhd cobor and natural texture 1o the many antiques
and wood pisces [above). By showcasing products
large and small, new and old, the shop's diverse
vignaties show customers how 1o blend distin
items in their own homes (right),
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